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WEEKENDER MODERNLUXURY

Clockwise from top left:
The Mills House’s iconic
pink color is inspired

by historic Charleston
homes that were built

with Bermuda clay and
painted white before
gradually turning pink over
time; breakfast at on-site
restaurant Iron Rose might
include a jumbo lump crab
Benedict and tres leches
French toast; Iron Rose
takes its name from the
floral icon that has long
adorned the wrought-iron
railings and gates of the
city’s hidden gardens.

Quintessential Southern charm meets of-the-moment style in the
Holy City’s reimagined Mills House. by J.P. ANDERSON

Charleston Chic

here’s no mistaking The Mills House
(millshouse.com): With its iconic
pink stucco exterior and striking
ironwork accents, the landmark
hotel at the intersection of Meeting and
Queen streets in downtown Charleston,
S.C., has been welcoming guests since 1853.
As I recently discovered, history isn't all The
Mills House has to offer; the property’s recent
multimillion-dollar renovation has imparted it
with an of-the-moment energy that makes it
an essential stop for travelers and locals alike.
Stepping into the hotel’s buzzing
lobby, the juxtaposition of past and present
is visible at every turn: A 19th century
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chandelier shimmers overhead, while stunning
contemporary artworks by female artists fill the
public spaces and hang on the walls of the 218
comfortably appointed guest rooms and suites.
Beyond the check-in desk, the inviting Porch
calls to mind a traditional Southern veranda,
where guests can lounge, work or just take in
the hotel scene.

Heritage also mingles with modern-day
feels in the hotel’s handsome restaurant,
Iron Rose, where a buzzy Charleston crowd
tucks into artfully plated dishes like addictive
butterbean hummus with fresh grilled bread
and local shrimp with Carolina gold rice,
washed down with cockrails like the potent
Deja Vu spiked with Old Forester Bourbon,
Fernet and créme de banana. Live music and
a massive wood-burning fireplace make the
adjacent courtyard a convivial all-day social
center, while the sultry rooftop pool—a rarity
in Charleston—beckons with a bar, private
cabanas and prime views of the city’s many
church steeples. For a more casual vibe, guests
and neighborhood locals alike line up at Black
Door Cafe, where a grab-and-go section of
salads and sandwiches is offered alongside
sausage biscuits and matcha lattes.

With its prime downtown location
steps from the city’s historic district—ideal
for exploring on a walking tour with Bulldog
Tours (bulldogtours.com)—it’s little wonder
The Mills House is a Charleston icon, and
its fresh new look pays homage to the past
while looking squarely to the future. General
manager Michael Linder says it best: “From
rooftop cocktails overlooking the French
Quarter to courtyard dining by a historic
fountain, the [renovated hotel’s] energy is a
vibrant mix of Charleston’s past and present.”
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